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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kaw Methodist Mission is a sturdy rectangular stone structure
of eight rooms built in 1850-1851, with rectangular door and window
openings and a gabled roof with chimneys at either end. Except for the
addition of several colonial porches, the exterior of the building looks
much like it did originally.

The interior wall structure remains the same, but the lower floor
now houses a museum related to the mission activities and the pioneer
settlement of the area. At the present time the upper floor is used as
living quarters for the caretaker.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

An 1846 treaty with the Kansa or Kaw Indians relegated them to a
diminished reservation 20 miles square which included the site of
present Council Grove. In 1850 the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
signed a contract with the government to establish a mission and school
for the Kaw Indians at Council Grove.

The govermment paid for the building which was finished by
February, 1851. The building was large enough to house 50 students
in addition to teachers and other mission workers. The school opened
in May, 1851, with Thomas Sears Huffaker in charge. The classes continued
for the Indian children until 1854. The average attendance was 30
students a year, who were instructed in reading, writing, spelling,
and arithmetic. One reason for closing the school was the high cost--
$50 a year per pupil. Another reason was the lack of response by the
Kaw Indians. The only children sent to the school were orphan or
dependent boys.

In May, 1851, Huffaker had also established a white-school depart-
ment in part of this building with 12 to 15 white pupils. This was one
of the first schools for white children in Kansas territory. When the
government withdrew its financial supprt in 1854, the school for the
white children of Council Grove continued.

This was the westernmost Indian mission building constructed in
Kansas.
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